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The City of Saline parks and recreation system includes eleven parks, a 

recreation center, and a senior center comprising over 191 acres of parkland. 

 

Purpose of the Plan  
Recreation plays a major role in the lives of the residents of Saline. Since 

1991, when the Parks and Recreation Department was formed, concerted 

efforts have been made to ensure that the recreational needs of the 

community are being met. In return, participation has been outstanding and 

the department continually receives a great deal of community support. 

 

The most recent Parks and Recreation Master Plan was adopted in 1999. It 

included both short- and long-term goals, most of which were accomplished 

in the following years. Some of the most significant accomplishments which 

were achieved in the last five years include improvements to Curtiss Park, 

progress toward a City-wide linear park, upgrading of several pieces of 

playground equipment, and implementation of successful programs such as 

rec-on-the-go.  

 

The purpose of the current Saline Parks and Recreation Master Plan is to 

guide recreation planning and development efforts of the Parks and 

Recreation Department over the next five-year planning period, through 

2010. The revised and updated Plan is intended to meet State standards for 

community recreation planning that are necessary to gain eligibility for grant 

programs.  

 

Planning Process  
The process used to generate the Parks and Recreation Master Plan consists 

of three phases: background studies, evaluation, and plan development. 

Background studies involve gathering and updating data from existing 

documents, plans and surveys such as the 2000 U.S. Census Bureau data. 

The data is organized into four main categories: socio-demographic 

characteristics of the community, physical characteristics of the area, 

administrative structure of the Cityôs Parks and Recreation Department, and 

recreation facilities and services. 

 

The second phase in the planning process includes evaluation and analysis of 

the gathered data including community input to determine recreation 

facilities and program deficiencies and needs. Setting priorities based on 

goals, objectives, and the budget of the Parks and Recreation Department is 

an important task associated with this phase. The Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan has been developed in conjunction with the formulation of the 
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Cityôs Land Use Plan. Community input was sought throughout the 

development progress of both Plans. 

 

Finally, the last phase in the process involves plan development and 

adoption. A specific action plan and capital improvement schedule have been 

developed. The following diagram illustrates the process and the 

corresponding requirements of the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources.  
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The Saline Parks and Recreation Master Plan was developed with input from 

members of the Parks Commission, Parks and Recreation Department staff, 

City officials, and the residents of Saline. All meetings were open to the 

public, and input was sought during all phases of the planning process. In 

particular, the public workshop held on January 28, 2004, provided a 

substantial amount of input regarding the needs and opinions of the 

communityôs residents.  
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Overview  
Saline is located in south-central Washtenaw County. Its main thoroughfare 

is U.S.-12, the historic Chicago-to-Detroit road. It is supported by a wide 

variety of business and industry, a large automobile plant, and its proximity 

to the greater Ann Arbor area. 

 

Saline was first settled in 1824 by Orange Risdon, a military surveyor who 

purchased a 160 acre parcel. It was officially platted in 1832 and named for 

the salt springs found in the area. The town was incorporated as a village in 

1866 and later as a city in 1931.  

 

Saline offers a unique mix of land uses, including the following: 

¶ Historic residential neighborhoods and newer residential 

developments. 

¶ A traditional downtown centered at the junction of Ann Arbor 

Street and Michigan Avenue. 

¶ A large industrial district located on the east of town. 

 

The Cityôs transportation network provides direct connections to its outlying 

communities. The east-west U.S.-12 provides access to Ypsilanti and Detroit, 

while the north-south Ann Arbor Road connects the City to Ann Arbor and 

Milan. These routes also link to Michiganôs major highways such as I-94 and 

U.S.-23, which provide access to Jackson, Flint, Detroit, Toledo and all 

points beyond. 

 

The Saline Parks and Recreation Department serves not only the recreation 

needs of the Cityôs residents, but also the needs of residents in some of the 

adjacent townships. Therefore the service area considered throughout this 

document extends beyond the City of Saline to include the adjacent 

Townships of Lodi, Pittsfield, Saline, and York.  

 

In planning for the future recreational needs of the community, it is essential 

to understand the community being planned for ï both the community of 

people to be served and the recreation resources which the community has to 

offer. The needs of the residents of Saline define what types of recreational 

opportunities are appropriate, while the recreational resources identify where 

and how these opportunities are to be provided. The purpose of the first few 

chapters of the Master Plan is to provide an overview of the human and 

recreational resources of Saline, with the goal of understanding the unique 

features and opportunities the community has to offer. 
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Social Characteristics  

Population Trends and Projections  
Over the last decade, Saline grew at a rate of 21%, resulting in a population of 

8,034 persons. Although most adjacent townships, as well as the County, have 

also experienced growth, Salineôs increase has occurred at a slower rate than 

has occurred in some of the adjacent communities. As the following table 

indicates, population in other municipalities such as Lodi and Pittsfield 

Townships increased at a much faster rate than the Cityôs population.  

 

Table 1. Historical Population Data: Saline and Environs  

 1980 1990 

% 
Increase 

1980-1990 
2000 

%  
Increase 

1990-2000 

Saline 6,483 6,660 3% 8,034 21% 

Lodi Twp 2,773 3,902 41% 5,710 46% 

Pittsfield Twp 12,997 17,668 36% 30,167 74% 

Saline Twp 1,221 1,276 5% 1,302 2% 

York Twp. 5,517 6,225 13% 7,392 19% 

      

Washtenaw County 264,248 282,937 7% 322,895 14% 

Region 4,682,726 4,521,177 -3% 4,833,493 7% 

Source: 2000 U.S. Census Bureau 

 

Projections provided by the SEMCOG indicate a similar pattern. Growth is 

expected to occur at a steady, slower rate for the City (27%) which has 

limited space, while Pittsfield and most of the other adjacent townships as 

well as the County continue to experience substantial growth (38% to 114%). 

 

Table 2. Population Projections: Saline and Environs  

 2000 2010 2020 2030 
%  

Increase 
2000-2030 

Saline 8,034 9,600 9,871 10,176 27% 

Lodi Twp 5,710 6,597 7,435 7,862 38% 

Pittsfield Twp 29,801 41,044 52,918 63,764 114% 

Saline Twp 1,302 2,202 2,332 2,451 88% 

York Twp. 7,392 8,398 9,536 10,590 43% 

      

Washtenaw County 322,895 371,401 410,748 448,020 39% 

Region 4,833,493 5,036,318 5,221,042 5,408,349 12% 

Source: SEMCOG 2030 Regional Forecast, September 2002 
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Population Distribution  
Population is distributed unevenly throughout Washtenaw County. The 

majority of the population is concentrated in the Ann Arbor - Ypsilanti area. 

This area is the Countyôs largest population center with a 2000 population of 

over 130,000, nearly 40 % of the total Countyôs population. 

 

The most densely populated areas in the County also include the Countyôs 

villages and cities such as Chelsea, Dexter, Manchester, Milan, and Saline, as 

well as the Townships adjacent to the City of Ann Arbor including Ypsilanti, 

Pittsfield, and Scio Townships. The 2000 population of these areas combined 

with that of Ann Arbor represents over 75 % of the total Countyôs 

population. 
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Population Characteristics  
In addition to examining the number of people in Saline and its environs, it is 

important to understand the population characteristics of the community. 

These qualities can suggest a need for certain types of recreational facilities 

or programs. The following presents basic information about the population 

of Saline based from the 2000 Census.  

 

Table 3. City of Saline Population Characteristics 

 City of Saline 
Washtenaw 

County 
 

 # % # %  

Gender       

Male 3,729 46% 160,558 50%  

Female 4,305 54% 162,337 50%  

     
Percentage of Population 

by Age

Over 65

11%

5 to 19

23%

45 to 64

22%

25 to 44

33%

20 to 24

4%

Under 5

7%
 

Age      

Children, under 5 years 598 7% 20,130 6% 

Children, 5 to 19 years 1,860 23% 67,913 21% 

Young Adults, 20 to 24 years 299 4% 38,444 12% 

Young Families, 25 to 44 years 2,618 33% 103,640 32% 

Mature Families, 45 to 64 years 1,754 22% 66,497 21% 

Seniors, 65 years and older 905 11% 26,271 8% 

Median age 36  31  

     

Race      

White 7,688 95.7% 249,916 77.4%  

Black or African American 45 0.6% 39,697 12.3%  

American Indian and Alaska Native 26 0.3% 1,161 0.4%  

Asian 156 2.0% 20,338 6.3%  

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander 

4 0% 126 0% 
 

Some other race / two or more races 115 1.4% 11,657 3.6%  

Source: 2000 U.S. Census Bureau 

 

Children make up 30% of the total population in Saline. This number is 

slightly bigger than the number for the County (27%). The number of young 

adults, however, is much smaller for the City (4%) than for the County 

(21%). The number of people 65 years and over (11%) is bigger than the 

number for the County (8%). The median age for the City of Saline is 36 

compared with the median age of 31 for the County. 




